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INTRODUCTION 

Nuns have been involved in at least 15 incidents since December 1987, 13 of them almost 
entirely staged by nuns. The total number of demonstrations in Lhasa since September 1987 
is approx. 25 - 30. 

Tactics 

Many of the events represented a sort of guerilla strategy - short, small incidents, highly 
visible and often vocal, but not aiming to confront the police. There has been no reported 
association of nuns with violence, or stone-throwing, although they obviously feel strongly 
and shake fists in the air on occasion. 

Police often take quite a time to assemble in sufficient numbers to deal with an incident, and 
individual officers will not tackle demonstrators in the Barkhor until assured of massive 
superiority of numbers. This gives the demonstrators a little time to make their point. But 
plain clothes police will always have time to photograph or identify them before the trucks 
arrive. 

All incidents have taken place in or near the Barkhor. The police usually intervene when or 
after a protest march reaches the Barkhor. On one occasion (1st March 1989) the nuns 
proceeded from the Linkhor (outer circuit round Lhasa) 

towards the Barkhor where the ptolice were waiting for them, but the nuns dispersed in the 
alleyways en route, and the police waited in vain, eventually leaving emptyhanded, to hoots 
of derision from the onlooking crowd. 

The four events in Feb/early March of this year were staged very quickly and by small 
groups, and in all these cases, as in some last year, the nuns disappeared into the crowd as 
or before the police arrived. Usually they tried to make three 'korwa' or circumambulations 
of the temple before dispersing. Some are reported to have been arrested subsequently, but 
no details are available. On 22 Sept '89 police were officially described as moving "swift as 
a thunderbolt" in order to arrest the demonstrators before they could disperse. 

Lay/Religious Connection 

All descriptions of religious involvement in demonstrations in Tibet, male amd female, can be 
assumed to include large numbers of lay people following or joining in with the leading 
group of religious demonstrators. There are often some lay people in the leading group. The 
monks or nuns seem to represent a genuine lay political sentiment, but to have some sort of 
vocational commitment to take the risk of initiating protest incidents. It has been when 
these leading groups have been arrested, beaten or shot at by police that the following 
crowds of lay people have become involved, and major incidents ensued, as on 1 Oct '87 
and 5/6/7 March '89. 

Timing of incidents: nuns as the leading edge 

Protests by nuns have been noticeable as initiating a series of incidents which have become 
more and more frequent until culminating, after one to two months, in a major confrontation 
with police. 

Recent activity in Tibet divides clearly into four phases, each one ending in a new attempt 
by police to shoot on demonstrators and intern dissidents. In each case the period of rigid 
police control which has followed these major incidents has been broken by nuns after a 
period of from one to six months - after the Oct 1st 87 crackdown there was no incident 
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(apart from an October 6th demonstration) till Garu nuns demonstrated on December 1 9th 
1987. Police control after the March 5th incident, which allegedly involved some 10,000 lay 
people, was absolute until the 17th April demonstration by Garu nuns; after the shooting on 
December 10th 1988 there was no demonstration (except for a semi-official student 
demonstration on December 30th 1988) till the nuns took to the streets on February 22nd 
1989. The first incidents after the imposition of martial law on March 7th/8th 1989 were 
the nuns' demonstrations on September 2nd and September 22nd. 

In this sense the nuns are clearly spearheading the fight against the Chinese authorities, 
being the first each time to test or goad police control. 

Demands 

The nuns interviewed are consistent in their demands, always mentioning the specific 
demand for independence as well as the more generalised support for the Dalai Lama. 

Arrests 

Nuns have been arrested after all these incidents except where they manasged to slip away 
into the crowd before the police moved in. I don't have definite numbers on the percentage 
of demonstrators who were arrested or rusticated - I would guess 50%. It looks like nuns at 
Tsang Khung and Mijungri for some reason often escaped arrest. Maybe their tactics were 
better, or they knew the back streets better (that seems quite likely from accounts of 
Garu/Chubsang arrests in April/May) - but that could just be an illusion generated by lack of 
contact with those nunnneries. (Both those have active pro-Chinese abbesses or leaders, 
apparently.) 


A. Location of the most active dissident nunneries in the Lhasa region: 

Garu 7 kilometres NW of Lhasa - c.30 nuns 

Chubsang 5 kilometres North of Lhasa, west of Sera 
Monastery, east of Phorongka - c.10 nuns 
Shangsep 1 1/2 days walk (c.45 km) SE of Lhasa - c.30 

others with less frequent involvement: 

Mijungri c.8 kilometres NE of Lhasa, opened early 1988 - c.5 nuns 

Ani Tsang Khung - the only nunnery in the old city of Lhasa; abbess is known Chinese 

appointee/collaborator - c.40 

Phorongka 4 kilometres N of Lhasa - c.10 

There are several other nunneries within a day's drive from Lhasa, but these are not known 
to have been active. No other nunneries are known to exist close to the city. 

B. i: Dates and Phases of Demonstrations staged by nuns in Lhasa since September 1987 : 

Phase 1 : after shooting by police on October 1st 1987 

"December 15th 1987: 15 nuns from Garu demonstrated -unconfirmed 

"December 19th 1987: Garu nuns initiated demonstration, later arrested. Several rearrested 

after Monlam and severely tortured. 

*13th February 1988: 6 nuns demonstrated - not confirmed 


Phase 2: after shooting by police on March 5th 1 988 
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* 17th April 1988 13 nuns from Garu demonstrated 

* April 24th 1989 6 nuns demonstrated - unconfirmed 

*8th of 3rd Tibetan month (April 25th ?)1988 18 (?) nuns from Chubsang 
*17th May 88 Nuns from Shangsep demonstrated 

*7th September 1988: nuns from **** demonstrated [update 20th Sept 88 - numbers 
variously reported as from 12 to 28] 

*13th November 1988: 8 nuns from ***** demonstrated in the Barkhor - unconfirmed 
[update "K"] 

^December 10th 1988: several nuns involved in major incident totalling 1 50 monks and 
nuns from several monasteries and all major active nunneries 


Phase 3: after shooting by police on December 10th 1988 

*Feb 13th 1989: a large group of nuns planning to demonstrate, said to number over 200, 
stopped by police from entering Lhasa 

*Feb 22 1989: 10 nuns and 4 monks demonstrated near Barkhor 
*Mar 1st 1989:16 nuns from **** demonstrated in Barkhor - 
*Mar 2nd 1989: 27 nuns from ***** demonstrated in the Barkhor 
*Mar 3rd or 4th 1989: 13 nuns demonstrated in Barkhor 

*March 5th 1989 the original demonstration before shooting began was staged by approx 
12 including representative from the 5 major monasteries in or near Lhasa and 4 nunneries 

Phase 4 : after shooting by police on March 5th-7th 1 989 

*2nd Sept 1989: 9 nuns demonstrate; 6 sentenced to three years 'laodong' after 
demonstration at Norbulingka during public festival (Yoghurt Festival). Names given as: 
Ngawang Chosum [see note 11] 

Ngawang Pema [see note 4] 

Lobsang Chodon 
Phuntsog Tensin 
Pasang Dolma 
Dawa Lhanzum [see note 8] 

[these are the first women to be sentenced since current unrest began. About 30 men at 
most have been sentenced.] 

*22 Sept 1989: 6 nuns demonstrate in the Barkhor, 5 sentenced to three years 'reform 
through labour', 1 held for further process as a former offender. 

Demonstrations in Lhasa - frequency chart: 

C major incidents followed by police crackdowns 
N demonstrations by nuns 

= demonstrations by others (this is not a complete list) 

# student demonstrations, probably with official permission 


c 

N N 

= N N = = # N N # N 

= C N N C N N = = N NC NN # N 

sep oct nov dec jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep oct nov dec jan feb mar apr may jun jul aug sep 
1987 1988 1989 
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B. ii Numbers known to have participated: 

6 13 Feb 

13 Garu 17 April 

12 (min) some versions < 28) 7 Sept 88 

8 13th Nov 

25 various nunneries 10 Dec 88 
10 22 Feb 89 
16 1st March 89 

27 (min some versions 37) 2 March 89 

13 3 or 4 March 89 

4 (min) various nunneries 5 Mar 89 

9 2 Sept 89 

6 22 Sept 89 

total known: 146 - [this figure could include duplication, i.e., nuns who have demonstrated 
more than once] 

14 more from ***** participated on or about March 5th, of whom 4 were arrested, but 
this could be duplicate information of 3/4th March demo (Doc 3(W)). 

C. Further Notes: 

i) Torture for women. 

Descriptions by nuns of the torture regimen (particularly in Gutsa prison, 4 km west of 
Lhasa), are strikingly consistent and indicate that special practices are applied to nuns, or at 
least to women. (There are no interviews/statements from lay women held in prison) 

The special "female" tortures include use of dogs, use of lighted cigarettes, stripping 
prisoners naked, and use of electrical batons on or in the pudenda. None of these, nor the 
general theme of sexual indignities, are done to men. 

In male cases electric batons are mostly used on the face and mouth. Many reports describe 
men being made to stand outside for long periods; others describe some men as being 
subjected to the "hanging airplane" device, leaving them suspended for hours or days by 
ropes tied to their hands behind their backs. These practices are not, as far as we know, 
done to women. Some nuns mentioned these distinctions in prison etiquette, but did not 
suggest their treatment was worse than that meted out to men. It would, however, be hard 
to escape this conclusion from the evidence available - the nuns seem to have provoked 
particular abuse. 

They also seem to have been particularly resilient to interrogation. Several refused to make 
any verbal concessions even under extreme pressure - this again is unusual, in the context 
of the research we have done. Also, almost the only instances we have come across of 
solitary confinement, apart from special high-level cases, are with nuns; no reason is 
apparent apart from some special policy towards them. 

It is not clear why nuns prompted exceptionally severe treatment by the Chinese authorities, 
nor why they were so resilient to pressure. They are all in the age range 18 to 31, mostly 
under 25, and all from outlying rural areas. They can only have been in robes for a short 
time; at least one nunnery involved only opened in 1988. 
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ii) Women in religion 

It is worth noting that technically women take a lower place in the religious hierarchy in 
Tibet, not directly out of misogynistic prejudice as is the case in Southern (Theravadin) 
Buddhist countries, but because there is no ordination tradition remaining in Tibet or India 
for nuns. In other words, the Mahayana tradition insists on an unbroken transmission via the 
teacher to his or her disciple; no such teachers persist in Tibet, though they do in Hong 
Kong. Therefore all Tibetan nuns, except those amongst the exiles who can afford to travel 
to Hong Kong, are technically novices (Getsulma) and are not fully ordained (Gelongma). 

This is regarded in Tibet as a technical not a spiritual handicap; it does not preclude them 
from the achievement of Buddhahood. Tales of extraordinary piety and dedication amongst 
women wanting to become nuns, irrespective of the title, are legion in Tibet. There are 
numerous feminine Buddhas or consorts but few living female "incarnations" or lamas - only 
two, I think, if that. 

iii) Note on involvement of laywomen. 

I have not had time to look at this, and we have far less material on lay women because of 
the different security structures surrounding laypeople. But available name-lists show a 
significant involvement of women; probably their actual involvement is much higher than the 
figures here suggest. In the incident I saw on Oct 1st 1987, women played a major, indeed 
seminal role, being the first to venture forward from the crowd to break the windows of an 
abandoned police car, and then to call others to turn it over - the first of many symbolic and 
actual actions against property in the current unrest. They were also very active on that 
occasion in preparing and throwing stones at police. The Dharamsala lists show that women 
of all ages have been arrested. The absence of older nuns in the demonstrations described 
above is probably because there are no older nuns. 


D. References to nuns in TIN material 
i) "Lhasa Interviews" 

(These are transcripts of some 40 interviews about prison conditions in 
Tibet, conducted in Lhasa between July '88 to Jan '89. So far only about 
half have been translated.) 


Translated: 

Tape 5 (B?) Interview No 7: Interview August 1989 with nun just 
released from prison; describes torture in prison 

Tape 6 (B?) Interview No. 11: Interview 31 August 1988 with nun named 
**** just released from prison after demonstrating on 17th May 1988 (? 
2nd Day of 4th Tibetan Month); she names nuns "beaten up and expelled" 
from Shangsep nunnery by officials for suspected involvement in 
demonstrations: 

Rinzen Gendun 
Konchok Jigme 

Tenzin Chodon c.22 [note 1] 

Rinzen Kunsang c.27 from Nyemong 
Tsewang Chodon c.26 from Nyemong 
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Tsering c.23 from Nyemong 

Kelsang [second name unclear] 22 from Lhoka [see note 3] 

Ugyen Dolma 19 from Lhoka 

Sherab [second name unclear] 22 from Lhoka 

Pemba [?] 19 from Nechung [see note 4] 

Losang Dolma 22 from Nyethang 


She adds that a nun called Sherab Tsering, also from Shangsep nunnery, 
aged 22, was arrested at the same incident and free by August. 


Not yet translated (due to lack of funds) [names withheld]: 

Tape 4 (F)*** nun interviewed October 1988 
Tape 5 (F)*** nun 

Tape 6 (H) nun from Chubsang interviwed October 1988 
Tape 7 (H) nun from Chubsang 

Tape 2 (K) 3 nuns from Garu interviewed November 1988 
Tape 12 (Q) nun from Mijungri nunnery 


Tenzin Shorten was arrested according to T4(F), and T5(F) 

mentions Rinzen Chosang as being held in prison, but released before 

August. 

D.ii) Written documents from Tibet - 
first hand accounts: 


Doc 3 (J) detailed statement of arrest and later torture, by ****** 
from Garu nunnery; 

Gives no date for demonstration but it is almost certainly the 17th 
April 1988 protest. She names the 12 others involved: 

Ngawang Pema 24 from Dechen 

Gyaltsen Choekyi 19 from Ngari (= Nyara) [see note 5] 

Gyaltsen Lhazom 24 from Ngari (= Nyara) [see note 8] 

Ngawang Tsedrol 19 from Lhoka 

Gyaltsen Wangmo 31 from Tsangtok [see note 9] 

Ngawang Zangmo 25 from Phenpo [see note 10] 

Gyaltsen Tsedrol 19 from Phenpo 

Ngawang Choenyi 22 from Phenpo 

Gyaltsen Dechen 29 from Phenpo [see note 16] 

Ngawang Choezom 24 from Phon Tho [see note 11] 

Ngawang Petsom from Drigung 

Ngawang Yangchen 19 from Drigung [see note 12] 

Gyaltsen Choetse 24 from Taktse [see note 6] 


Doc 4 (J) detailed statement by ******* . Gives no date for 
demonstration but there were only six on this demonstration, so it 
cannot be 17th April 1988 incident. She names others as: 

** Gyaltsen Dekyi nun at Garu [see note 13] 
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** Ngawang Drolma 20 from Phenpo [see note 14] 

** Gyaltsen Narpo 24 from Phenpo 

** Ngawang Zompa 19 from Phenpo 

** Gyaltsen Wangchuk 25 from Lungshey [see note 15] 

** Gyaltsen Choetse 25 from Taktse [see note 6] 

Doc 5 (J) detailed statement by ******* from Shangsep. Arrested after 
demonstration of 17th May 1988 (? 2nd day of 4th Tibetan Month) Written 
early November 1989. 

Mentions Kelsang Choeden, age 24, as one of the demonstrators arrested. 
Doc 10 (L) detailed statement by ******* from Chubsang arrested 8th of 
3rd Tib month. 

Doc 13 (L) detailed statement by ******** from Chubsang, arrested 8th of 
3rd Tibetan month (c.25th April) and held for 79 days (c.l4th July). 
Statement dated 28 August 1988. Also names Ngawang Dolma lay name Badro 
[see note 14], age 21 (?), born in Taktse, and Gyaltsen Karzom, lay 
name Tashi Yangsom as fellow demonstrators since arrested by police. 

[these two above are nearly the same as Docs 12 and 15 (L), which are 
second-hand] 


Doc 5 (P) detailed statement by ****** , written in February 1989; gives 
details of torture and various indignities; no dates; extremely graphic 
account. 

Doc 10 (R) eye-witness account of Feb 22 1989 demonstration. 

Doc 12 (R) eye-witness account of March 1 and March 2 demonstrations. 

Doc 1 (W) [= W No.A] detailed statement by ******* , arrested 17th April 
1988 with 12 nuns. The statement gives details of when those nuns were 
released; nine of those nuns were released after two months - i.e., 17th 
June; two nuns - Trasen (?) Dechen [see note 16] and Gyaltsen Wangmo 
[see note 9] - were released ten days later - i.e., 27th June, and two 
others, Gyaltsen Choegye (whose lay name is given as Dawa Drolma) [see 
note 5] and Gyaltsen Chutso [see note 6] were released after 9 months 
and 13 days (i.e., 30th January ? 89). Statement dated March '89. 

Doc 3 (W) [= W No.C] list of names and brief statement of arrest and 
torture of four nuns from Shangsep: 

Choenyi Choensum, 32 from Yamdrok Yamtso 

Rinchen Chudren, 26 from Lhoka 

Kelsang, 20 from Lhoka [see note 3] 

Ogyen, 22 from Nyemo 

(All arrested for involvement in "three day" March demonstrations - this 
could be March 2-5th or more likely 5th -7th. Doc written 25 September 
1989.) 

Also lists a number of participants in the three days of demonstrations 
in March who were not arrested. 


D.ii) Written documents from Tibet: 
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second hand accounts 

Doc 1 (B3/recvd 12 Sept 1988) includes two written texts beginning "By 
17th of 1st Tibetan Month" and "Tibetan Prisoners and Plights" both 
written by TKO/KNO and ; both name two nuns in prison: 

Kelsang Palmo [see note 3] 

Tenzin Choedon [see note 1] 

alleges tortures inflicted on them and gives details, later borne out by 
first hand reports. 

Doc 2 (B4/recvd 12 Sept 1988) names ten other nuns held in prison from 
Garu: 

Lhazom [see note 8] 

Ngawang Zangmo [see note 10] 

Ngawang Chozang [see note 11] 

Tsamchoe Dolma 
Dadrul 

Ngawang Yangzom [see note 12] 

Rinzen [see note 18] 

Gyaltsen Wangmo [see note 9] 

Gyaltsen Choezom "who was arrested twice" [see note 7] 

Gyaltsen Dechen [see note 16] 

Doc C-10 (H) written October 1988: 

At least two Garu nuns confirmed arrested 

At least 1 Phorongka nun confirmed arrested after 17th May 1988 


Doc 9 (H) Appendix E page 3 written October 1988: 

Describes how Gyaltsen Tenzin was escorted back to her home village by 
police after her release from prison. Plus photo. Arrested "5th February 
or 17th of 1st Tibetan Month" [this may be a mistake since Doc 12 (L) 
says she was arrested on 25th April (8th Of 3rd Tibetan Month?).unless 
she was arrested twice]; released 28th of 5th Tibetan month, [note 2] 


Doc 7 (J) photo of Gyaltsen Dekyi [see note 13 ] 

" " Ngawang Dolma [see note 14] 

Doc 7 (L) List of wounded and killed 10th December 1988: 

Out of the first 13 casualties 4 are laywomen, aged 78, 45, 37, and 
unknown. 

Doc 12 (L) another statement concerning Gyaltsen Tensin, lay name 
Tsering Dolma, a nun at Chubsang nunnery, age 21, from Chamdo, arrested 
8th of 3rd Tibetan month and held for 79 days [released 27th of 5th 
Month]. Statement written by a Tibetan observer and dated August 
1988.[see note 2] 

Doc 15 (L) statement concerning Gyaltsen Lochoe a.k.a. Zomkyi from 
Chubsang arrested 8th of 3rd Tibetan month and held for 79 days. 
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Statement written by a Tibetan observer and dated August 1988 [see note 
17]. 

[these two above are similar in wording to Docs 10 (L) and 13 (L) which 
are first-hand] 

Doc 3 (P) List of nuns from Garu in prison, written 19th January 1989: 
Gyaltsen Tendar [Tensin? original not clear; see note 2] 

Gyaltsen Choezum (Choesang) [see note 7] 

Gyaltsen Wangmo [see note 9] 

Gyaltsen Thinley 

Gyaltsen Wangchuk [see note 15] 

Ngawang Lhardon 
Lobsang Wangmo 

F3 (Q): reports that three nuns from Garu were released from prison on 
20th December 1988 allegedly because of their father's 'guanxi. 


Update "K" gives evidence on nuns receiving worse treatment than other 
prisoners. 


E. Sources other than TIN 

i) TV - Vanya Kewley's Channel 4 documentary "A Case to Answer" (filmed 
August 1988, transmitted November 1988): 

spoken testimony of torture given by 4 nuns released from prison in July 
[names withheld]. 


E.ii) Exile sources: 

The first list of named dead during March 1989 incidents issued by 
Dharamsala gives names of seven lay women killed by police/troops out of 
32 total known dead. 

Dharamsala list of named prisoners since March 1988: of 186 arrested it 
names 53 lay women. 

Unidentified document written in Tibet, translated and issued by Zurich 
Office of Tibet (branch of Exile Government) names Gyaltsen Chokyi , 18 
yrs old, Garu nun from Ngyara as arrested after December 10th 1988 
incident.[see note 5]. 


E.iii) The second Asiawatch report on Tibet, "Evading Srutiny" (July 
1988), gives a list of those known to have been arrested since September 
1987. It is based on exile sources not independent research, but names 
30 women out of 256 total known prisoners including six nuns from Garu 
arrested for demonstrating on 19th December 1987: 
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Gyaltsen Dekyi, [see note 13] 

Gyaltsen Choetso, [see note 6] 

Gyaltsen Norbu, 

Ngawang Dolma, [see note 14] 

Dekyi, 

Ngawang Sangmo [see note 10]. 

The remaining 24 known women prisoners cited in the Asiawatch report are 
lay women. 


Notes on Individual Nuns 

I have checked all the names in this document to see where there are 
clear signs of duplication, confirmation or of a nun being involved in 
more than one incident. 

note 1. Tenzin Choedron (also spelt Tensin Chodon) - described in 
section C2 second hand accounts as in prison in August 1988 (Doc 1 
(B3/recvd 12 Sept 1988)). This gives a second-hand but quite detailed 
account of tortures meted out to Tenzin Choedon, still believed to be in 
prison at that time. This might be the same as the Tenzin Chodron, age 
22, from Shangsep, expelled from the nunnery for alleged involvement in 
17th May 88 incident according to (T6(B)). We know from other sources 
that she was at liberty in October 1988. 

note 2: Gyaltsen Tensin (also spelt Tenzin), lay name Tsering Dolma, a 
nun at Chubsang, age 21, from Chamdo, is stated in Doc 12 (L) to have 
been arrested on the 8th of the 3rd Tibetan month (c.25th April 1988) 
and held for 79 days - she was released on the 27th of the 5th Month. 

The statement is dated 28 August 1988, and was written after her 
release. Doc 3 (P) lists a Gyaltsen Tendar as one of the nuns from Garu 
still in prison on 19th January 1989; this could be a mi spelling for 
Tensin - the original, written in English, was unclear. We know from 
someone who met her at the time that she was at liberty in August '88, 
having been released shortly before. 

Doc 9(H)App E page 3 written October 1988 describes Gyaltsen Tenzin’s 
release from prison and subsequent rustication by the police. Written by 
a third-party, it gives a much earlier date for her arrest (5th 
February) which corresponds neither with the Tibetan date given (17th of 
the 1st Month - c.2nd March 1989) in the same document nor with the more 
authoritative date given in Doc 12(L) (c.25th April). It is possible but 
unlikely she was arrested twice in that period. We also have been sent 
her photograph. 


note 3: Kelsang [second name unclear], aged 22 from Lhoka was expelled 
from Shangsep after alleged involvement in the 17th May 88 demonstration 
(T6(B?) Int. No. 11) ; possibly the same as Kelsang, aged 20 from Lhoka, 
a nun from Shangsep, arrested for involvement in the "three days" of 
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demonstrations in March '89 (Doc 3 (W) [= W No.C]). Alternatively, she 
could be the same as Kelsang Choeden from Shangsep Nunnery, aged 24, who 
was arrested after the demonstration of 17th May 1988 (? 2nd day 4th 
Tibetan Month) (Doc 5 (J)). 

There is also a reference to a Kelsang Palmo - arrested and held in 
prison, according to an account dated August 88 (Doc 1 (B3/recvd 12 Sept 
1988)). 


note 4: Ngawang Pema was one of the 5 nuns sentenced to three years 
reform through labour for demonstrating on Sept. 2nd 1989 (Radio Lhasa, 
Sept 14th, monitored by Tibetan Government-in-exile). She is probably 
the same as Ngawang Pema, aged 24 from Dechen, from Garu nunnery. The 
account (Doc 3 (J)) gives no date for the demonstration but it is almost 
certainly the 17th April 1988 protest. 

There was also a nun expelled from Shangsep whose name was given as 
Pemba [?], aged 19 from Nechung (T6(B?) Int No. 11). 


note 5: Gyaltsen Choekyi [also transliterated as Gyensen Choegye or 
Choejie], from Ngari or Nyara, as it is sometimes called, was arrested 
on 17th April '88, aged 18. Her lay name was Dawa Drolma. A detailed 
statement by another Tibetan says she was arrested on 17th April and 
held until 30th January 1989 (Doc 1(W)). Her arrest is confirmed by Doc 
3 (J). Another later account, second-hand but written in Lhasa, says she 
was arrested after the December 10th 1988 incident (Document from Zurich 
Office of Tibet Government). 

note 6: Gyaltsen Choetse (also spelt Chutso), aged 24 or 25 from Taktse 
was arrested with 12 other Garu nuns during the demonstration on 17th 
April (Doc 3 (J)). Strangely, she is also said by another reliable 
witness to have been in a demonstration of 6 Garu nuns, which included 
Gyaltsen Dekyi (Doc 4(J)). Another account confirms that she was 
arrested on 17th April with the 12 other nuns (Doc 1(W)); it says she 
was released only on 30th January 1989. 

Asiawatch records her imprisonment for involvement in the demonstration 
of 19th December 1987. 


note 7: Gyaltsen Choezom (or Choesang) - presumably different from 

Gyaltsen Choetse - is described in one second-hand document as a person 
"who was arrested twice" (Doc 2 (B4/recvd 12 Sept 1988)). She was still 
in prison according to this account, written in Aug 88, and still there 
five months later with other nuns from Garu according to a 19th January 
1989 account (Doc 3 (P)). 

note 8: Gyaltsen Lhazom (or Lhanzum), aged 24 from Ngari (= Nyara), 
was arrested along with other nuns from Garu (Doc 3 (J)) after 17th 
April. The name "Lhazom" occurs in a list written in August 1988 (Doc 2 
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(recvd 12 Sept88)) of ten nuns from Garu at that time in prison; this 
could be duplication. Doc 1(W) says that nine of the 17th April 
arrestees, which could have included her, were released on 17th June. 
Another nun with a similar name, Dawa Lhanzum, was amongst the five 
sentenced for demonstrating on 2nd Sept ’89 (Radio Lhasa broadcast Sept 
14th ’89). 


note 9: Gyaltsen Wangmo, aged 31 from Tsangtok, is amongst the 13 

nuns from Garu arrested after 17th April '88, described in Doc 3(J). Doc 
5 (P) gives a detailed account of this, but gives her age as 28. Doc 1 
(W) confirms her arrest, and adds that she was released on about 27th 
June '88. She figures in the August '88 list of nuns from Garu in prison 
(Doc 2 rcvd 12 Sept) and in the Jan '89 list (Doc 3(P)) - this could 
mean either that she was re-arrested, or that the writer was not aware 
of her release. Most of the other names on that list are not hang-overs 
from previous arrests; most likely she was arrested again. 


note 10: Ngawang Zangmo (or Sangmo), aged 25 from Phenpo, appears in 
Doc 3 (J), the list of nuns from Garu arrested on 17th April 88. This is 
confirmed by Doc 2 recvd 12 Sept '88, which recalls her as still in 
prison, although Doc 1(W) implies that she was released on 17th June. 

She re-appears as one of six nuns from Garu arrested for demonstrating 
on 19th December 1987, according to the Asiawatch Report July '88. 


note 11: Ngawang Choezom (or Chosum), aged 24 from Phon Tho, is 

described in Doc 3 (J) as one of the nuns from Garu arrested on 17th 
April '88. Doc 1 (W) inmplies she was released on 17th June; Doc 2 recvd 
12 Sept '88, which is a second hand account, lists a Ngawang Chozang - 
certainly the same name - as amongst nuns from Garu still in prison. She 
re-appears as one of those sentenced for involvement in the 
demonstration on 2nd Sept 1989, though the name is given as Ngawang 
Chosum (Radio Lhasa broadcast Sept 14th '88). 


note 12: A nun named Ngawang Yangchen, aged 19 from Drigung.is listed 
in Doc 3(J) as one of the nuns from Garu arrested on 17th April '88. A 
nun with a similar name, Ngawang Yangzom, is described as still in 
prison in August '88, according to Doc 2 recvd 12 Sept. This could 
easily be two different people. 


note 13: Gyaltsen Dekyi is the only person to appear in both Doc 3(J) 
and Doc 4(J). The first describes the 13 nuns from Garu arrested on 17th 
April; the second names the six from Garu arrested in almost identical 
circumstances, but gives no date. All the other names on the two list 
are different. There is a report of nuns' demonstrations on 24th and 
25th April; maybe she was released quickly after the first arrest. Her 
arrest was further indicated by photos sent to us later. She is amongst 
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the six nuns from Garu arrested for demonstrating on 19th December 1987, 
listed in the Asiawatch Report July 88. 

note 14: Ngawang Dolma, lay name Badro, from Chubsang nunnery was 
arrested on the 8th of 3rd Tibetan month and held for 79 days (Doc 13 
(L))(c.25th April - 14th July). This was confirmed by the photo of her 
that was sent to us. She also appears in the Asiawatch Report July '88 
as one of the six nuns from Garu arrested for demonstrating on 19th 
December 1987. She is known from another source to have been at liberty 
in August '88. 

note 15: Gyaltsen Wangchuk, aged 25 from Lungshey, appears in Doc 4(J) 
as one of the 6 Garu nuns arrested after the demonstration for which no 
date is given. She reappears on the list of nuns from Garu in prison, 
written on 19th January 1989 (Doc 3(P)). 

note 16: Gyaltsen Dechen, aged 29 from Phenpo.is listed in Doc 3(J) as 
one of the 13 from Garu arrested on 17th April '88. Doc 1 (W) says that 
she was released on 27th June, although the name written there was 
unclear and was given as Trasen (?) Dechen. TR and GY are almost 
indistinguishable in Tibetan. She too appears in Doc 2 recvd 12 Sept, 
the second-hand account listing nuns from Garu in prison in August '88. 

note 17: Gyaltsen Lochoe appears in Doc 15(L). Her lay name is Zomkyi 
and she was a nun at Chubsang, arrested 8th of 3rd Tibetan month and 
held for 79 days (c.25th April-c.14th July). She s known from another 
source to have been at liberty in August 1988. 

note 18: A nun simply named Rinzen (which is probably the same name as 
Rinchen) is named in Doc 2 (B4/recvd 12 Sept 1988) as one of the ten 
nuns from Garu still in prison in August '88. In theory, this could be 
the same as Rinzen Chosang, at liberty in October '88 according to T5 
(F). 


END 




